19th Annual Charity Ball Beneficiaries:

1. Crisis Ministries: Crisis Ministries was created in 1984 to meet the immediate needs of those in our community who are homeless and hungry, to strive to break the cycles of hunger and homelessness, and to encourage others to do the same. To achieve this mission, Crisis Ministries provides a holistic array of services and depends on a rotating corps of more than 5,000 volunteers each year to operate its programs. These seven core programs are collectively designed to meet the complex needs of their guests, with the ultimate goal of restoring these individuals to healthy, independent, and productive lives.  Crisis Ministries services include a 24-hour family center and men's shelter, a soup kitchen and food rescue program, a health clinic, chaplaincy program, and social service programs designed to move clients up and out of the Center.

2. Fight for SIGHT: Fight for SIGHT is a resident physician initiated and managed not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing eye care services and education to the underserved population of Charleston county. They also provide increased exposure to the field of ophthalmology to medical students. 1) Comprehensive eye exams 2) Screening of the common causes of preventable blindness 3) Patient education 4) Medical student education in the form of learning the basic ophthalmologic exam.

3. The ARK , Adult Respite Care - Summerville and St. George: The mission of the Ark is to offer respite group social care in an atmosphere of love and total acceptance while providing caregivers rest from the stress and demands of caring for someone with Alzheimer's Disease or a related memory disorder.  The ARK provides transportation to a half-day care facility, individualized care, group activities, exercise and rest, nutritious lunch, trained staff and volunteers, patient and loving adult care, and a support group.

4. Communities In Schools of the Charleston Area, Inc.: Communities In Schools of the Charleston Area, Inc. (CIS) is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to champion all youth to stay in school by connecting the nest community resources with the needs of students, their families and schools. CIS was established in 1989 following a study by The John Hopkins University which advised the Charleston County School District to implement dropout prevention programs. CIS is based on the understanding that many bright and talented students drop out of school for a variety of reasons including poor academic achievement, substance abuse, poor family environments, low self-esteem, poor behavioral patterns, poor social skills and low attachment to school.  CIS staff working in the schools focus on the specific needs of students at risk of dropping out by coordinating community resources and providing direct services such as mentoring, tutoring, life skills lessons, teen pregnancy prevention services, individual and family counseling, and case management. These services are brought into the schools where they can have a direct and daily impact on the students and their families.

5. The C.A.R.E.S. Clinic: The CARES Clinic is a medical student initiated and managed nonprofit organization dedicated to providing free medical care to the underserved population in the local Charleston area.  The clinic’s mission is to provide Community Aid, Relief, Education, & Support.  The CARES Clinic provides free, non-emergent, primary care every Tuesday and Thursday night from 6:30-9:00 PM at East Cooper Community Outreach in Mount Plesaant.  

6. Outfitted for Work: Outfitted for Work helps economically disadvantaged individuals successfully enter the workplace breaking the cycle of poverty.  Outfitted for work provides appropriate workplace attire, career development workshops and a workplace skills workshop for the developmentally challenged.

